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In Delta Empire: Lee Wilson and the Transformation of Agriculture in the New South Jeannie Whayne
employs the fascinating history of a powerful plantation owner in the Arkansas delta to recount the evolution
of southern agriculture from the late nineteenth century through World War II.

After his father's death in 1870, Robert E. "Lee" Wilson inherited 400 acres of land in Mississippi County,
Arkansas. Over his lifetime, he transformed that inheritance into a 50,000-acre lumber operation and cotton
plantation. Early on, Wilson saw an opportunity in the swampy local terrain, which sold for as little as fifty
cents an acre, to satisfy an expanding national market for Arkansas forest reserves. He also led the
fundamental transformation of the landscape, involving the drainage of tens of thousands of acres of land, in
order to create the vast agricultural empire he envisioned.

A consummate manager, Wilson employed the tenancy and sharecropping system to his advantage while
earning a reputation for fair treatment of laborers, a reputation -- Whayne suggests -- not entirely deserved.
He cultivated a cadre of relatives and employees from whom he expected absolute devotion. Leveraging
every asset during his life and often deeply in debt, Wilson saved his company from bankruptcy several
times, leaving it to the next generation to successfully steer the business through the challenges of the 1930s
and World War II.

Delta Empire traces the transition from the labor-intensive sharecropping and tenancy system to the capital-
intensive neo-plantations of the post--World War II era to the portfolio plantation model. Through Wilson's
story Whayne provides a compelling case study of strategic innovation and the changing economy of the
South in the late nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Christopher:

The book Delta Empire: Lee Wilson and the Transformation of Agriculture in the New South (Making the
Modern South) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a very important thing like a book Delta Empire: Lee Wilson and the Transformation of Agriculture in
the New South (Making the Modern South)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Delta Empire: Lee Wilson and the Transformation of Agriculture in the New South (Making the
Modern South) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Pauline Jones:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Delta Empire: Lee Wilson and the Transformation of Agriculture in the New South
(Making the Modern South) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why
this book suited all of you.

Brent Henderson:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Delta Empire: Lee Wilson and the
Transformation of Agriculture in the New South (Making the Modern South) can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Constance Argueta:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore this Delta Empire: Lee Wilson and the Transformation of Agriculture in the New South (Making
the Modern South) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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