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Why is the word madre, "mother," so complicated in Spanish?especially in Mexico?

Leaping off the page with energy, insight, and attitude, Liza Bakewell's exploration of language is anything
but "just semantics." Why does me vale madre mean worthless, while !qué padre! means fabulous, she asks?
And why do one hundred madres disappear when one padre enters the room, converting the group from
madres to padres? Thus begins a journey through Mexican culture in all its color: weddings, dinner parties,
an artist's studio, heart-stopping taxi rides, angry journalists, corrupt politicians, Blessed Virgins, and
mothers both sacred and profane.

Along the way, a reader discovers not only an invaluable lexicon of Mexican slang (to be used with caution
or not at all) but also thought-provoking reflections on the evolution of language; its winding path through
culture, religion, and politics; and, not least, what it means?and what it threatens?to be a creative female, a
madre.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Cicero:

The book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Madre: Perilous Journeys
with a Spanish Noun for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available
and read a reserve Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Manuel Arndt:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get ahead of. The Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Heather Killen:

This Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun is great guide for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Madre:
Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt that will?

Thomas Rice:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Madre: Perilous Journeys with a
Spanish Noun is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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