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Among the most widely cited books in the social sciences, The External Control of Organizations has long
been required reading for any student of organization studies. The book, reissued on its 25th anniversary as
part of the Stanford Business Classics series, includes a new preface written by Jeffrey Pfeffer, which
examines the legacy of this influential work in current research and its relationship to other theories. The
External Control of Organizations explores how external constraints affect organizations and provides
insights for designing and managing organizations to mitigate these constraints. All organizations are
dependent on the environment for their survival. As the authors contend, "it is the fact of the organization's
dependence on the environment that makes the external constraint and control of organizational behavior
both possible and almost inevitable." Organizations can either try to change their environments through
political means or form interorganizational relationships to control or absorb uncertainty. This seminal book
established the resource dependence approach that has informed so many other important organization
theories.
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From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

The event that you get from The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence Perspective
(Stanford Business Classics) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business Classics)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
kind of The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business
Classics) instantly.

Brandon Justice:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence Perspective (Stanford
Business Classics).

Margaret Thompson:

The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business Classics)
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence Perspective
(Stanford Business Classics) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Gordon Miller:

This The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business
Classics) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great plan
word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole



details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence
Perspective (Stanford Business Classics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?
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