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This work examines the introduction of grape juice into the celebration of Holy Communion in the late 19th
century Methodist Episcopal Church and reveals how a 1,800-year-old practice of using fermented
communion wine became theologically incomprehensible in a mere forty years. Through study of
denominational publications, influential exegetical works, popular fiction and songs, and didactic moral
literature, Jennifer Woodruff Tait charts the development of opposing symbolic associations for wine and
grape juice. She argues that 19th century Methodists, steeped in Baconian models of science and operating
from epistemological presuppositions dictated by common-sense realism, placed a premium on the ability to
perceive reality accurately in order to act morally. They therefore rejected any action or substance that dulled
or confused the senses (in addition to alcohol, this included “bad” books, the theatre, stimulants, etc., which
were all seen as unleashing unchecked, ungovernable thoughts and passions incompatible with true
religion). 

 

This outlook informed Methodist opposition to many popular amusements and behaviors, and they decided
to place on the communion table a substance scientifically and theologically pure. Grape juice was
considered holy because it did not cloud the mind, and new techniques—developed by Methodist laymen
Thomas and Charles Welch—permitted the safe bottling and shipment of the unfermented juice.

 

Although Methodists were not the only religious group to oppose communion wine, the experience of this
broadly based and numerous denomination illuminates similar beliefs and actions by other groups.
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From reader reviews:

Lamont Williams:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Poisoned Chalice:
Eucharistic Grape Juice and Common-Sense Realism in Victorian Methodism (Religion & American
Culture)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Toby Lowry:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important normally. The book The Poisoned Chalice: Eucharistic Grape Juice and Common-Sense
Realism in Victorian Methodism (Religion & American Culture) ended up being making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The
Poisoned Chalice: Eucharistic Grape Juice and Common-Sense Realism in Victorian Methodism (Religion &
American Culture) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book The Poisoned Chalice: Eucharistic Grape Juice and Common-Sense Realism in
Victorian Methodism (Religion & American Culture). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Annie Hiatt:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Poisoned
Chalice: Eucharistic Grape Juice and Common-Sense Realism in Victorian Methodism (Religion &
American Culture) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book
untitled The Poisoned Chalice: Eucharistic Grape Juice and Common-Sense Realism in Victorian
Methodism (Religion & American Culture)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. That
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Sally Canady:

Typically the book The Poisoned Chalice: Eucharistic Grape Juice and Common-Sense Realism in Victorian
Methodism (Religion & American Culture) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some



research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this article book.
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