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Birds sing and call, sometimes in complex and beautiful arrangements of notes, sometimes in one-line
repetitions that resemble a ringtone more than a symphony. Listening, we are stirred, transported, and even
envious of birds' ability to produce what Shelley called "profuse strains of unpremeditated art." And for
hundreds of years, we have tried to write down what we hear when birds sing. Poets have put birdsong in
verse (Thomas Nashe: "Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo") and ornithologists have transcribed bird
sounds more methodically. Drawing on this history of bird writing, in Aaaaw to Zzzzzd John Bevis offers a
lexicon of the words of birds. For tourists in Birdland, there could be no more charming phrasebook.
Consulting it, we find seven distinct variations of "hoo" attributed to seven different species of owls, from a
simple hoo to the more ambitious hoo hoo hoo-hoo, ho hoo hoo-hoo; the understated cheet of the tree
swallow; the resonant kreeaaaaaaaaaaar of the Swainson's hawk; the modest peep peep peep of the meadow
pipit. We learn that some people hear the Baltimore oriole saying "here, here, come right here, dear" and the
yellowhammer saying "a little bit of bread and no cheese." Bevis, a poet, frames his lexicons -- one for North
America and one for Britain and northern Europe -- with an evocative appreciation of birds, birdsong, and
human attempts to capture the words of birds in music and poetry. He also offers an engaging account of
other methods of documenting birdsong -- field recording, graphic notation, and mechanical devices
including duck calls and the serinette, an instrument used to teach song tunes to songbirds. The singing of
birds is nature at its most sublime, and words are our medium for expressing this sublimity. Aaaaw to Zzzzzd
belongs in the bird lover's backpack and on the word lover's bedside table, an unexpected and sui generis
pleasure.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and
Northern Europe (MIT Press).

Stephanie Wilkes:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Aaaaw to
Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Charles Ginter:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usually
Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press).

Fatima Leonard:

Beside that Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT
Press) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North
America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right
now!
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