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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time

The Gnostic Gospels is a landmark study of the long-buried roots of Christianity, a work of luminous
scholarship and wide popular appeal. First published in 1979 to critical acclaim, winning the National Book
Award and the National Book Critics Circle Award, The Gnostic Gospels has continued to grow in
reputation and influence over the past two decades. It is now widely recognized as one of the most brilliant
and accessible histories of early Christian spirituality published in our time.

In 1945 an Egyptian peasant unearthed what proved to be the Gnostic Gospels, thirteen papyrus volumes that
expounded a radically different view of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ from that of the New
Testament. In this spellbinding book, renowned religious scholar Elaine Pagels elucidates the mysteries and
meanings of these sacred texts both in the world of the first Christians and in the context of Christianity
today.

With insight and passion, Pagels explores a remarkable range of recently discovered gospels, including the
Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, to show how a variety of “Christianities” emerged at
a time of extraordinary spiritual upheaval. Some Christians questioned the need for clergy and church
doctrine, and taught that the divine could be discovered through spiritual search. Many others, like Buddhists
and Hindus, sought enlightenment—and access to God—within. Such explorations raised questions: Was the
resurrection to be understood symbolically and not literally? Was God to be envisioned only in masculine
form, or feminine as well? Was martyrdom a necessary—or worthy—expression of faith? These early
Christians dared to ask questions that orthodox Christians later suppressed—and their explorations led to
profoundly different visions of Jesus and his message.

Brilliant, provocative, and stunning in its implications, The Gnostic Gospels is a radical, eloquent
reconsideration of the origins of the Christian faith.
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From reader reviews:

Clyde Miller:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100
Best Nonfiction Books). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Martin Dowling:

This The Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books) is great e-book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The
Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books) in your hand like having the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

David Saenz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is The Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books) this reserve consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Jessie Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Gnostic Gospels (Modern



Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books).
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