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The Grand Army of the Republic, the largest of all Union Army veterans' organizations, was the most
powerful single-issue political lobby of the late nineteenth century, securing massive pensions for veterans
and helping to elect five postwar presidents from its own membership. To its members, it was also a secret
fraternal order, a source of local charity, a provider of entertainment in small municipalities, and a patriotic
organization. Using GAR convention proceedings, newspapers, songs, rule books, and local post records,
Stuart McConnell examines this influential veterans' association during the years of its greatest strength.

Beginning with a close look at the men who joined the GAR in three localities -- Philadelphia; Brockton,
Massachusetts; and Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin - McConnell goes on to examine the Union veterans'
attitudes towards their former Confederate enemies and toward a whole range of noncombatants whom the
verterans called "civilians": stay-at-home townsfolk, Mugwump penion reformers, freedmen, women, and
their own sons and daughters. In the GAR, McConnell sees a group of veterans trying to cope with questions
concerning the extent of society's obligation to the poor and injured, the place of war memories in peacetime,
and the meaning of the "nation" and the individual's relation to it.

McConnell aruges that, by the 1890s, the GAR was clinging to a preservationist version of American
nationalism that many white, middle-class Northerners found congenial in the face of the social upheavals of
that decade. In effect, he concludes, the nineteenth-century career of the GAR is a study in the microcosm of
a nation trying to hold fast to an older image of itself in the face of massive social change.
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From reader reviews:

Conrad Degregorio:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Glorious Contentment: The Grand
Army of the Republic, 1865-1900 (Civil War America) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

John Lambeth:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic, 1865-1900 (Civil War America), you can tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.

Violet Murray:

The book untitled Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic, 1865-1900 (Civil War America)
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Walter Pyle:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of
the Republic, 1865-1900 (Civil War America) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like
to open a book and study it. Beside that the guide Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic,



1865-1900 (Civil War America) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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