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In Buddha's Company explores a previously neglected aspect of the Vietnam War: the experiences of the
Thai troops who served there and the attitudes and beliefs that motivated them to volunteer. Thailand sent
nearly 40,000 volunteer soldiers to South Vietnam to serve alongside the Free World Forces in the conflict,
but unlike the other foreign participants, the Thais came armed with historical and cultural knowledge of the
region. Blending the methodologies of cultural history and ethnography, Richard Ruth examines the
individual experiences of Thai volunteers in their wartime encounters with American allies, South
Vietnamese civilians, and Viet Cong enemies. Ruth shows how the Thais were transformed by living
amongst the modern goods and war machinery of the Americans and by traversing the jungle haunted by
indigenous spirits. At the same time, Ruth argues, Thailand's ruling institutions used the image of volunteers
to advance their respective agendas, especially those related to anticommunist authoritarianism. Drawing on
numerous interviews with Thai veterans and archival material from Thailand and the United States, Ruth
focuses on the cultural exchanges that occurred between Thai troops and their allies and enemies, presenting
a Southeast Asian view of a conflict that has traditionally been studied as a Cold War event dominated by an
American political agenda. The resulting study considers such diverse topics as comparative Buddhisms,
alternative modernities, consumerism, celebrity, official memories vs. personal recollections, and the value
of local knowledge in foreign wars. The war's effects within Thailand itself are closely considered,
demonstrating that the war against communism in Vietnam, as articulated by Thai leaders, was a popular
cause among nearly all segments of the population.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

The book In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory (Paperback)) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book In Buddha's Company: Thai
Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory (Paperback)) to be your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a publication In Buddha's Company: Thai
Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory (Paperback)). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Sharon Novick:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that In Buddha's Company: Thai
Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory (Paperback)) to read.

Clyde Miller:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled In
Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory
(Paperback)) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The In
Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory
(Paperback)) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Karen Lambert:

This In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory (Paperback)) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief



your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this In Buddha's Company: Thai Soldiers in the Vietnam War (Southeast
Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory (Paperback)) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this
e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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