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The Bitter Battle over the Charter of the Second Bank of the United States and Its Lasting Impact on the
American Economy
Late one night in July 1832,Martin Van Buren rushed to the White House where he found an ailing President
Andrew Jackson weakened but resolute. Thundering against his political antagonists, Jackson bellowed:
“The Bank, Mr. Van Buren, is trying to kill me, but I shall kill it!”With those famous words, Jackson
formally declared “war” against the Second Bank of the United States and its president Nicholas Biddle. The
Bank of the United States, which held the majority of Federal monies, had been established as a means of
centralizing and stabilizing American currency and the economy, particularly during the country’s vulnerable
early years. Jackson and his allies viewed the bank as both elitist and a threat to states’ rights. Throughout his
first term, Jackson had attacked the bank viciously but failed to take action against the institution. Congress’
decision to recharter the bank forced Jackson to either make good on his rhetoric and veto the recharter or
sign the recharter bill and be condemned as a hypocrite.
In The Bank War: Andrew Jackson, Nicholas Biddle, and the Fight for American Finance, historian Paul
Kahan explores one of the most important and dramatic events in American political and economic history,
from the idea of centralized banking and the First Bank of the United States to Jackson’s triumph, the era of
“free banking,” and the creation of the Federal Reserve System. Relying on a range of primary and
secondary source material, the book also shows how the Bank War was a manifestation of the debates that
were sparked at the Constitutional Convention—the role of the executive branch and the role of the federal
government in American society—debates that endure to this day as philosophical differences that often
divide the United States.
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From reader reviews:

George Degregorio:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guardería until university need this particular The Bank War to read.

Ernie Fleishman:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Bank War is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Michele Williams:

Beside this specific The Bank War in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Bank War
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Kent Ibarra:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the The Bank War when you desired it?
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