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The "Summa Theologica" is considered the greatest work of St. Thomas Aquinas. This work immortalized
St. Thomas. The author himself modestly considered it simply a manual of Christian doctrine for the use of
students. In reality it is a complete scientifically arranged exposition of theology and at the same time a
summary of Christian philosophy. In the brief prologue St. Thomas first calls attention to the difficulties
experienced by students of sacred doctrine in his day, the causes assigned being: the multiplication of useless
questions, articles, and arguments; the lack of scientific order; frequent repetitions, "which beget disgust and
confusion in the minds of learners". Then he adds: "Wishing to avoid these and similar drawbacks, we shall
endeavour, confiding in the Divine assistance, to treat of these things that pertain to sacred doctrine with
brevity and clearness, in so far as the subject to be treated will permit." Eight years were given to the
composition of this work, which was begun at Rome, where the First Part and the First of the Second were
written (1265-69). The Second of the Second, begun in Rome, was completed in Paris (1271). In 1272 St.
Thomas went to Naples, where the Third Part was written, down to the ninetieth question of the tract On
Penance. The work has been completed by the addition of a supplement, drawn from other writings of St.
Thomas, attributed by some to Peter of Auvergne, by others to Henry of Gorkum. These attributions are
rejected by the editors of the Leonine edition (XI, pp. viii, xiv, xviii). Mandonnet (op. cit., 153) inclines to
the very probable opinion that it was compiled by Father Reginald de Piperno, the saint's faithful companion
and secretary. The entire "Summa" contains 38 Treatises, 612 Questions, subdivided into 3120 articles, in
which about 10,000 objections are proposed and answered. So admirably is the promised order preserved
that, by reference to the beginning of the Tracts and Questions, one can see at a glance what place it occupies
in the general plan, which embraces all that can be known through theology of God, of man, and of their
mutual relations . . . "The whole Summa is arranged on a uniform plan. Every subject is introduced as a
question, and divided into articles. . . . Each article has also a uniform disposition of parts. The topic is
introduced as an inquiry for discussion, under the term Utrum, whether — e.g. Utrum Deus sit? The
objections against the proposed thesis are then stated. These are generally three or four in number, but
sometimes extend to seven or more. The conclusion adopted is then introduced by the words, Respondeo
dicendum. At the end of the thesis expounded the objections are answered, under the forms, ad primum, ad
secundum, etc." . . . . The "Summa" is Christian doctrine in scientific form; it is human reason rendering its
highest service in defence and explanation of the truths of the Christian religion. It is the answer of the
matured and saintly doctor to the question of his youth: What is God? Revelation, made known in the
Scriptures and by tradition; reason and its best results; soundness and fulness of doctrine, order, conciseness
and clearness of expression, effacement of self, the love of truth alone, hence a remarkable fairness towards
adversaries and calmness in combating their errors; soberness and soundness of judgment, together with a
charmingly tender and enlightened piety — these are all found in this "Summa" more than in his other
writings, more than in the writings of his contemporaries, for "among the Scholastic doctors, the chief and
master of all, towers Thomas Aquinas, who, as Cajetan observes (In 2am 2ae, Q. 148, a. 4) 'because he most
venerated the ancient doctors of the Church in a certain way seems to have inherited the intellect of all'"
(Encyclical, "Aeterni Patris", of Leo XIII).
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

The book The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas: Secundae Secundae QQ CXXIII - CLXXXIX
(Volume 4) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas:
Secundae Secundae QQ CXXIII - CLXXXIX (Volume 4) to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like open and read a book The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas:
Secundae Secundae QQ CXXIII - CLXXXIX (Volume 4). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Robert Russo:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas:
Secundae Secundae QQ CXXIII - CLXXXIX (Volume 4) as your daily resource information.

Harriett Costello:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Summa
Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas: Secundae Secundae QQ CXXIII - CLXXXIX (Volume 4) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The Summa
Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas: Secundae Secundae QQ CXXIII - CLXXXIX (Volume 4)is the main one
of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in
this book.

Gary Collis:

The reason? Because this The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas: Secundae Secundae QQ CXXIII -
CLXXXIX (Volume 4) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining



technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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