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In an analysis that promises to be controversial, Man to Man: Desire, Homosociality, and Authority in Late-
Roman Manhood surveys the presence of same-sex desire between men in the later Roman empire. Most
accounts of recent years have either noted that sexual desire between men was forbidden or they have
ignored it. This book argues that desire between men was known and that it was a way to express friendship,
patronage, solidarity, and other important relationships among elite males in late antiquity. The evocation of
this desire and its possible attendant corporeal satisfactions made it a compelling metaphor for friendship. A
man’s grandeur could also be portrayed metaphorically as sexual attractiveness, and the substantial status
differences often seen in late antiquity could be ameliorated by a superior using amatory language to address
an inferior.
 
At the same time, however, there was a marked ambivalence about same-sex desire and sexual behavior
between men, and indeed same-sex sexual behavior was criminalized as it had never been before. While
rejection and condemnation may seem to indicate a decisive distancing between authority and this desire and
behavior, authority gained power from maintaining a relation to them. Demonstrating knowledge of the
actual mechanics of sex between men suggested to a witness that there was nothing unknown to the authority
making the demonstration: authority that knew of scandalous masculine sexual pleasure could project its
power pretty much anywhere.
 
This startling dissonance between positive uses of same-sex desire between men and its criminalization in
one and the same moment—a dissonance which recent discussions have been unable to address—requires
further investigation, and this book supplies it.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Man to Man: Desire, Homosociality, and Authority in Late-
Roman Manhood was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Man to Man: Desire, Homosociality, and
Authority in Late-Roman Manhood is not only giving you much more new information but also being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
using the book Man to Man: Desire, Homosociality, and Authority in Late-Roman Manhood. You never
sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Laverne Jackson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Man to Man: Desire, Homosociality, and
Authority in Late-Roman Manhood reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Man to Man:
Desire, Homosociality, and Authority in Late-Roman Manhood as good book not simply by the cover but
also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Mark Clark:

Beside this Man to Man: Desire, Homosociality, and Authority in Late-Roman Manhood in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Man to Man: Desire, Homosociality, and Authority in Late-Roman Manhood
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Jose Shepard:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Man to Man: Desire, Homosociality, and Authority in
Late-Roman Manhood was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Man to
Man: Desire, Homosociality, and Authority in Late-Roman Manhood has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,



fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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