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Why did Barack Obama court Jon Stewart and trade jokes with Stephen Colbert during the campaign of
2008? Why did Sarah Palin forgo the opportunity to earn votes on the Sunday morning political talk shows
but embrace the chance to get laughs on Saturday Night Live? The Dance of the Comedians examines the
history behind these questions?the merry, mocking, and highly contested anarchies of standup political
comedy that have locked humorists, presidents, and their fellow Americans in an improvisational three-way
"dance" since the early years of the American republic.

Peter M. Robinson shows how the performance of political humor developed as a celebration of democracy
and an expression of political power, protest, and commercial profit. He places special significance on the
middle half of the twentieth century, when presidents and comedians alike?from Calvin Coolidge to Ronald
Reagan, from Will Rogers to Saturday Night Live's "Not Ready for Prime Time Players"?developed modern
understandings of the power of laughter to affect popular opinion and political agendas, only to find the
American audience increasingly willing and able to get in on the act. These years put the long-standing
traditions of presidential deference profoundly in play as all three parties to American political humor?the
people, the presidents, and the comedy professionals?negotiated their way between reverence for the office
of the presidency and ridicule of its occupants.

Although the focus is on humor, The Dance of the Comedians illuminates the process by which Americans
have come to recognize that the performance of political comedy has serious and profound consequences for
those on all sides of the punch line.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

This The Dance of the Comedians: The People, the President, and the Performance of Political Standup
Comedy in America book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Dance of the
Comedians: The People, the President, and the Performance of Political Standup Comedy in America
without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry The Dance of the Comedians: The People, the President, and the Performance of Political
Standup Comedy in America can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Dance of the Comedians:
The People, the President, and the Performance of Political Standup Comedy in America having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Sandra Kelley:

The book The Dance of the Comedians: The People, the President, and the Performance of Political Standup
Comedy in America has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write
this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Ella McCoy:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be The Dance of the Comedians: The People, the President, and the Performance of
Political Standup Comedy in America.

Janice Hayes:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is usually The Dance of the Comedians: The People, the
President, and the Performance of Political Standup Comedy in America. This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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