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Plants are an indispensable part of our everyday lives. From the coffee bean that gets roasted for our morning
brew to the grasses that feed the animals we eat to the rubber tree that provides the raw materials used in the
tires of our cars, we depend on plants for nearly every aspect of our lives.
           
With What Have Plants Ever Done for Us?, Stephen Harris takes readers step by chronological step through
the role of plants in the rise of the Western world, with sojourns through the history of trade, travel, politics,
chemistry, and medicine. Plants are our most important food source. Some, such as barley, have been staples
since the earliest times. Others, like the oil palm, are relative newcomers to the Western world. Over time,
the ways we use some plants has also dramatically changed: Beets, a familiar sight on the dinner plate, were
once thought to be an effective treatment for leprosy and now show significant promise as a sustainable
biofuel. What, one wonders, might the future thus hold for the mandrake or woad? Plants have also held
potent cures to some of our most prevalent diseases. An extract from the bark of the yew tree, for instance, is
commonly used in the treatment of cancer.
           
Wide-ranging and thoroughly engaging, What Have Plants Ever Done for Us? will help readers cultivate a
deeper appreciation for our branched and rooted friends who ask little in return for their vast contributions
save for a little care and water.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Casas:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book What Have Plants Ever Done for Us?: Western
Civilization in Fifty Plants. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important some sort of book What Have Plants Ever Done for Us?: Western Civilization in
Fifty Plants. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
could open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ila Petty:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This What Have Plants Ever Done
for Us?: Western Civilization in Fifty Plants is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Angelica Adams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name What Have Plants
Ever Done for Us?: Western Civilization in Fifty Plants suitable to you? Often the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled What Have Plants Ever Done for Us?: Western
Civilization in Fifty Plantsis the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core
of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world on this book.

Hazel Gannon:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this What Have Plants Ever Done for Us?: Western Civilization in Fifty Plants



can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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