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Afghanistan traces the historic struggles and the changing nature of political authority in this volatile region
of the world, from the Mughal Empire in the sixteenth century to the Taliban resurgence today. Thomas
Barfield introduces readers to the bewildering diversity of tribal and ethnic groups in Afghanistan, explaining
what unites them as Afghans despite the regional, cultural, and political differences that divide them. He
shows how governing these peoples was relatively easy when power was concentrated in a small dynastic
elite, but how this delicate political order broke down in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries when
Afghanistan's rulers mobilized rural militias to expel first the British and later the Soviets. Armed insurgency
proved remarkably successful against the foreign occupiers, but it also undermined the Afghan government's
authority and rendered the country ever more difficult to govern as time passed. Barfield vividly describes
how Afghanistan's armed factions plunged the country into a civil war, giving rise to clerical rule by the
Taliban and Afghanistan's isolation from the world. He examines why the American invasion in the wake of
September 11 toppled the Taliban so quickly, and how this easy victory lulled the United States into falsely
believing that a viable state could be built just as easily.

Afghanistan is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand how a land conquered and ruled by
foreign dynasties for more than a thousand years became the "graveyard of empires" for the British and
Soviets, and what the United States must do to avoid a similar fate.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political History (Princeton
Studies in Muslim Politics) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political History
(Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political History (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Pauline Bardwell:

The reason why? Because this Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political History (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Sheila Kilburn:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political History (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics)
will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Juan Gilbert:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Afghanistan: A Cultural
and Political History (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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