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Enlightenment botany was replete with sexual symbolism?to the extent that many botanical textbooks were
widely considered pornographic. Carl Linnaeus's controversial new system for classifying plants based on
their sexual characteristics, as well as his use of language resonating with erotic allusions, provoked intense
public debate over the morality of botanical study. And the renowned Tahitian exploits of Joseph
Banks?whose trousers were reportedly stolen while he was inside the tent of Queen Oberea of
Tahiti?reinforced scandalous associations with the field. Yet Linnaeus and Banks became powerful political
and scientific figures who were able to promote botanical exploration alongside the exploitation of
territories, peoples, and natural resources. Sex, Botany, and Empire explores the entwined destinies of these
two men and how their influence served both science and imperialism.

Patricia Fara reveals how Enlightenment botany, under the veil of rationality, manifested a drive to conquer,
subdue, and deflower?all in the name of British empire. Linnaeus trained his traveling disciples in a double
mission?to bring back specimens for the benefit of the Swedish economy and to spread the gospel of
Linnaean taxonomy. Based in London at the hub of an international exchange and correspondence network,
Banks ensured that Linnaeus's ideas became established throughout the world. As the president of the Royal
Society for more than forty years, Banks revolutionized British science, and his innovations placed science at
the heart of trade and politics. He made it a policy to collect and control resources not only for the sake of
knowledge but also for the advancement of the empire. Although Linnaeus is often celebrated as modern
botany's true founder, Banks has had a greater long-term impact. It was Banks who ensured that science and
imperialism flourished together, and it was he who first forged the interdependent relationship between
scientific inquiry and the state that endures to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Blair Kennedy:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their
can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need this kind of Sex, Botany, and Empire: The Story of Carl Linnaeus
and Joseph Banks (Revolutions in Science) to read.

Herman Pruitt:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sex, Botany, and Empire: The Story of Carl
Linnaeus and Joseph Banks (Revolutions in Science), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Clara Bearden:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Sex, Botany, and Empire: The
Story of Carl Linnaeus and Joseph Banks (Revolutions in Science) which is getting the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's see.

Kenneth Sigler:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Sex, Botany, and Empire: The Story of Carl Linnaeus and
Joseph Banks (Revolutions in Science) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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