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Drawing on extensive research in the archives of Russia and Uzbekistan, Douglas Northrop here reconstructs
the turbulent history of a Soviet campaign that sought to end the seclusion of Muslim women. In Uzbekistan
it focused above all on a massive effort to eliminate the heavy horsehair-and-cotton veils worn by many
women and girls. This campaign against the veil was, in Northrop's view, emblematic of the larger Soviet
attempt to bring the proletarian revolution to Muslim Central Asia, a region Bolsheviks saw as primitive and
backward. The Soviets focused on women and the family in an effort to forge a new, "liberated" social order.

This unveiling campaign, however, took place in the context of a half-century of Russian colonization and
the long-standing suspicion of rural Muslim peasants toward an urban, colonial state. Widespread resistance
to the idea of unveiling quickly appeared and developed into a broader anti-Soviet animosity among Uzbeks
of both sexes. Over the next quarter-century a bitter and often violent confrontation ensued, with battles
being waged over indigenous practices of veiling and seclusion.

New local and national identities coalesced around these very practices that had been placed under attack.
Veils became powerful anticolonial symbols for the Uzbek nation as well as important markers of Muslim
propriety. Bolshevik leaders, who had seen this campaign as an excellent way to enlist allies while proving
their own European credentials as enlightened reformers, thus inadvertently strengthened the seclusion of
Uzbek women—precisely the reverse of what they set out to do. Northrop's fascinating and evocative book
shows both the fluidity of Central Asian cultural practices and the real limits that existed on Stalinist
authority, even during the ostensibly totalitarian 1930s.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Stone:

Here thing why this Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with
Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in
Stalinist Central Asia in e-book can be your alternate.

Yvonne Tetrault:

Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Veiled Empire: Gender and
Power in Stalinist Central Asia but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into
new stage of crucial imagining.

Elizabeth Givens:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Nancy Steffen:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Veiled Empire: Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia can make you really feel more



interested to read.
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