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Bringing together the depth insights of eastern and western traditions, this book places the topic of the self in
a new context.

"I confess that this work--from the perspective of exposition, analysis, interpretation, application, and
stimulation--is, I believe, just about as good as it gets. This book is an unexcelled example of comparative
philosophy. Stambaugh's uses of Kant, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Tillich, etc. to illumine Buddhist sensibilities
is discreet, even-handed, and nuanced to a degree that comparativists seldom achieve. My greatest concern
about this book is that it might not be followed by another one from the same hand." -- David L. Hall, co-
author with Roger Ames of Thinking from the Han

Gathering and interpreting material that is not readily available elsewhere, this book discusses the thought of
the Japanese Buddhist philosophers Dogen, Hisamatsu, and Nishitani. Stambaugh develops ideas about the
self culminating in the concept of the Formless Self as formulated by Hisamatsu in his book The Fullness of
Nothingness and the essay "The Characteristics of Oriental Nothingness," and further explicated by Nishitani
in his book Religion and Nothingness. These works show that Oriental nothingness has nothing to do with
the nineteenth- and twentieth-century Western concept of nihilism. Instead, it is a positive phenomenon,
enabling things to be.

"So much of contemporary Western thought is in a deep struggle to revision and reinvent a more profound
sense of 'self.' And Stambaugh's narrative strikes right at the core of this effort, bringing the most advanced
thinking in East and West into a creative synthesis. She brings out how the nondual discourse of the Self is
profoundly different from any tradition that situates its hermeneutic within the dualistic patterns of
Subject/Object thinking. At this point in our evolution it is particularly important for thinkers in the Western
traditions who struggle to reach a 'postmodern' vision of the Subject or Self to have a direct encounter with
the classical powers of nondual thinking about the Self--the Formless Self." -- Ashok Gangadean, Haverford
College
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From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Formless Self.

Daniele Chambers:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Formless Self to read.

David Williams:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Formless Self is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Therese Webb:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Formless Self is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.
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