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“I begin to sing of Pallas Athene, the glorious goddess, bright-eyed, inventive, unbending of heart, pure
virgin, saviour of cities, courageous, Tritogeneia. From his awful head wise Zeus himself bare her arrayed in
warlike arms of flashing gold, and awe seized all the gods as they gazed. But Athena sprang quickly from the
immortal head and stood before Zeus who holds the aegis, shaking a sharp spear: great Olympus began to
reel horribly at the might of the bright-eyed goddess, and earth round about cried fearfully, and the sea was
moved and tossed with dark waves, while foam burst forth suddenly...” – “The Hymn To Athena”, attributed
to Homer
For the ancient Greeks, there were few divine beings more important, and more generous, to humanity than
the goddess Athena, who was also called "Pallas," "Pallas Athena" and (to the Romans) "Minerva." The
daughter of Zeus, Athena was famous as a virgin warrior woman who was born from her father's skull
bearing a helmet, shield and spear, but she was far more than simply a warrior goddess. She was at heart the
patronage of civilization and all of the arts that made advanced human society possible. She was the mistress
of weaving, navigation, craftsmanship, and she gave her patronage to defensive wars, wise laws, and the
"city" itself. Since the city-state, known as a "Polis" by the Greeks, was the center of Ancient Greek life, law
and politics, this made her all the more important as a deity, especially since she lent her name to one of the
most famous of them all: Athens.
The pervasive nature of her influence in the Greeks’ everyday life has ensured that Athena remains one of
the most instantly recognizable goddesses. She is mentioned in diverse works like Hesiod's Theogony,
Homer's Iliad and Odyssey and several of Plato's philosophical texts. These works shine light on what
contemporary Greeks said about their goddess and how they understood the relationship she had with
humanity. At the same time, there were temples, festivals, and everyday forms of worship that the Greeks
dedicated to her. What did the worship of this goddess provide for her worshipers? How did belief in her
existence fulfill their spiritual needs? How was she different from other members of the Greek pantheon?
This book explores the figure of Athena, including her origins, the stories told about her, the way she was
worshiped and how she is remembered today. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn about
the Greek goddess like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Medina:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Athena: The
Origins and History of the Greek Goddess suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Athena: The Origins and History of the Greek Goddessis the one of
several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Jason Dolly:

The actual book Athena: The Origins and History of the Greek Goddess has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Robert Music:

Precisely why? Because this Athena: The Origins and History of the Greek Goddess is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Madeline Cecil:

Beside this specific Athena: The Origins and History of the Greek Goddess in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Athena: The Origins and History of the Greek Goddess because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along
with read it from right now!
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