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As the Grim Reaper pulls a student out of class to be a “victim” of drunk driving in a program called “Every
15 Minutes,” Montana Miller observes the ritual through a folklorist’s lens. Playing Dead examines why
hundreds of American schools and communities each year organize these mock tragedies without any
national sponsorship or coordination. Often, the event is complete with a staged accident in the parking lot, a
life-flight helicopter, and faux eulogies for the “dead” students read in school assemblies. Grounding her
research in play theory, frame theory, and theory of folk drama, Miller investigates key aspects of this
emergent tradition, paying particular attention to its unplanned elements—enabled by the performance’s
spontaneous nature and the participants’ tendency to stray from the intended frame. Miller examines such
variations in terms of the program as a whole, analyzing its continued popularity and weighing its success as
perceived by participants. Her fieldwork reveals a surprising aspect of Every 15 Minutes that typical studies
of ritual do not include: It can be fun. Playing Dead is volume two of the series Ritual, Festival, and
Celebration, edited by Jack Santino.
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From reader reviews:

David Veal:

The book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies
(Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and
Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration)? A number
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and
Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Noel Klein:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in
Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Tammie Turman:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and
Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) book since
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Donald Edmond:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Playing Dead:
Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and
Celebration) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies
(Ritual, Festival, and Celebration)is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever



know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.
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