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It's campy, it's cool, empty, intrusive, trite, and treacly. It's Big Brother singing. Call it what you will --
elevator music, Moodsong ® easy listening, or Muzak ®. For a musical genre that was supposed to offend
no one, it has a lot of enemies.
Musical cognoscenti decry its insipid content; regular folk -- if they notice -- bemoan its pervasiveness;
while hipsters and campsters celebrate its retro chic. Mindful of the many voices, Joseph Lanza's Elevator
Music sings seriously, with tongue in cheek, the praises of this venerable American institution.
Lanza addresses the criticisms of elites who say that Muzak and its ilk are dehumanized, vapid, or cheesy.
These reactions, he argues, are based more on cultural prejudices than honest musical appraisal.
Says Lanza, today's so-called mood music is the inheritor of a long tradition of mood-altering music
stretching back to the ancients; Nero's fiddle and the sirens of Odysseus being two famous examples.
Contemporary atmospheric music, Lanza argues, not only serves the same purpose, it is also the inevitable
background for our media-dominated age.
One of Lanza's premises, to quote Mark Twain, is that this music is "better than it sounds." "This book will
have succeeded in its purpose," he writes, "if I can help efface...the distinction between one person's elevator
music and another's prized recording."
Joseph Lanza is an author, producer, and music historian. His most recent book is Russ Columbo and the
Crooner Mystique.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Elevator Music: A Surreal History of Muzak, Easy-Listening, and Other
Moodsong; Revised and Expanded Edition. Try to make book Elevator Music: A Surreal History of Muzak,
Easy-Listening, and Other Moodsong; Revised and Expanded Edition as your pal. It means that it can being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Robert Riggio:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Elevator Music: A Surreal
History of Muzak, Easy-Listening, and Other Moodsong; Revised and Expanded Edition book as starter and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sarah Stiles:

This book untitled Elevator Music: A Surreal History of Muzak, Easy-Listening, and Other Moodsong;
Revised and Expanded Edition to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this reserve from your list.

David Busby:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Elevator Music: A Surreal History of Muzak, Easy-Listening, and
Other Moodsong; Revised and Expanded Edition was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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