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Literature is rife with uncertainty. Literature is good for us. These two ideas about reading literature are often
taken for granted. But what is the relationship between literature's capacity to unsettle, perplex, and bewilder
us, and literature's ethical value? To revive this question, C. Namwali Serpell proposes a return to William
Empson's groundbreaking work, Seven Types of Ambiguity" (1930), which contends that literary uncertainty
is crucial to ethics because it pushes us beyond the limits of our own experience. Taking as case studies
experimental novels by Thomas Pynchon, Toni Morrison, Bret Easton Ellis, Ian McEwan, Elliot Perlman,
Tom McCarthy, and Jonathan Safran Foer, Serpell suggests that literary uncertainty emerges from the
reader's shifting responses to structures of conflicting information. A number of these novels employ a
structure of mutual exclusion, which presents opposed explanations for the same events. Some use a
structure of multiplicity, which presents different perspectives regarding events or characters. The structure
of repetition in other texts destabilizes the continuity of events and frustrates our ability to follow the story.
To explain how these structures produce uncertainty, Serpell borrows from cognitive psychology the concept
of affordance, which describes an object's or environment's potential uses. Moving through these narrative
structures affords various ongoing modes of uncertainty, which in turn afford ethical experiences both
positive and negative. At the crossroads of recent critical turns to literary form, reading practices, and ethics,
Seven Modes of Uncertainty" offers a new phenomenology of how we read uncertainty now.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali
Serpell] published on (April, 2014).

Janna Lefevre:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this [(Seven Modes of
Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on (April, 2014) book as this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Juanita Geil:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline [(Seven Modes of
Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on (April, 2014) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali
Serpell] published on (April, 2014)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily
to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Connie Curtis:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually [(Seven Modes of Uncertainty)] [Author: C. Namwali Serpell] published on (April,
2014).
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