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The Mystic Quest explains the major ideas and concepts of Jewish mystical thought in a way that the general
reader can clearly understand. Drawing upon his own extensive research as well as on the growing body of
scholarly material on the subject, Dr. David Ariel, president of the Cleveland College of Jewish Studies,
presents the extremely difficult and complex elements of Jewish mysticism in language that makes it
accessible to the layperson.

Jewish mysticism is as old as the Bible itself. It is a rich and subtle web of secret teachings and practices that
has been part of Judaism since antiquity and has sought to keep the original spark of religious experience
alive through the centuries. It is the relatively unknown, esoteric dimension of Judaism that has nourished a
deep spiritual power within a tradition of law, ritual, and observance.

A central element in Judaism, the "mystic quest" has shaped both Judaism and Jews throughout history,
generating the kabbalistic tradition and Hasidism, which continue to thrive today, As Ariel says, "This book
is concerned primarily with the development and meaning of the Kabbalah, the principal tradition of
mystical Jewish thought."

The Mystic Quest begins with an examination of the variety of phenomena known in different cultures as
"mysticism." Ariel then located the Jewish mystical tradition within the context of Jewish history and traces
its evolution throughout the ages. Jewish mystical theories about the hidden and revealed God, the feminine
aspects of divinity, the mystical Torah, and the concepts of the soul and human destiny are then explored in
detail. Finally, the author considers Hasidism and modern Jewish mystical thought, discussing the role of
mysticism in contemporary Judaism.
In language accessible to the beginner, yet sophisticated enough to captivate the advanced student, The
Mystic Quest fills an important gap in our knowledge of mysticism by bringing a comprehensive and fresh
understanding of the subject to a new generation of
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

This book untitled The Mystic Quest: An Introduction to Jewish Mysticism to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Troy Jones:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will
certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside
spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is usually The Mystic Quest: An Introduction to
Jewish Mysticism.

Carl Johnson:

This The Mystic Quest: An Introduction to Jewish Mysticism is great e-book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Mystic Quest: An Introduction to Jewish Mysticism in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world
with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Richard Diller:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Mystic Quest: An Introduction
to Jewish Mysticism is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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