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In this great philosophical essay, Henri Bergson explores why people laugh and what laughter means.
Written at the turn of the twentieth century, Laughter explores what it is in language that makes a joke funny
and what it is in us that makes us laugh.
One of the functions of humor, according to Bergson, is to help us retain our humanity during an age of
mechanization. Like other philosophers, novelists, poets, and humorists of his era, Bergson was concerned
with the duality of man and machine. His belief in life as a vital impulse, indefinable by reason alone,
informs his perception of comedy as the relief we experience upon distancing ourselves from the mechanistic
and materialistic. "A situation is always comic," Bergson notes, "if it participates simultaneously in two
series of events which are absolutely independent of each other, and if it can be interpreted in two quite
different meanings." The philosopher's thought-provoking insights (e.g., "It seems that laughter needs an
echo. Our laughter is always the laughter of a group.") keep this work ever-relevant as a thesis on the
principles of humor.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Kern:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy), you can tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a reserve.

Nathan Osborne:

Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy) yet doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Donna Moore:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic
(Dover Books on Western Philosophy) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Wiley Wagner:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the
Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of
the Comic (Dover Books on Western Philosophy) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel



alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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