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The Rhine River is Europe’s most important commercial waterway, channeling the flow of trade among
Switzerland, France, Germany, and the Netherlands. In this innovative study, Mark Cioc focuses on the river
from the moment when the Congress of Vienna established a multinational commission charged with making
the river more efficient for purposes of trade and commerce in 1815. He examines the engineering and
administrative decisions of the next century and a half that resulted in rapid industrial growth as well as
profound environmental degradation, and highlights the partially successful restoration efforts undertaken
from the 1970s to the present.

The Rhine is a classic example of a “multipurpose” river -- used simultaneously for transportation, for
industry and agriculture, for urban drinking and sanitation needs, for hydroelectric production, and for
recreation. It thus invites comparison with similarly over-burdened rivers such as the Mississippi, Hudson,
Colorado, and Columbia. The Rhine’s environmental problems are, however, even greater than those of other
rivers because it is so densely populated (50 million people live along its borders), so highly industrialized
(10% of global chemical production), and so short (775 miles in length).

Two centuries of nonstop hydraulic tinkering have resulted in a Rhine with a sleek and slender profile. In
their quest for a perfect canal-like river, engineers have modified it more than any other large river in the
world. As a consequence, between 1815 and 1975, the river lost most of its natural floodplain, riverside
vegetation, migratory fish, and biodiversity. Recent efforts to restore that biodiversity, though heartening,
can have only limited success because so many of the structural changes to the river are irreversible.

The Rhine: An Eco-Biography, 1815-2000 makes clear just how central the river has been to all aspects of
European political, economic, and environmental life for the past two hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Vance:

The book The Rhine: An Eco-biography, 1815-2000 (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) will bring one to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Rhine: An Eco-biography,
1815-2000 (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Louis Gayman:

The Rhine: An Eco-biography, 1815-2000 (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Rhine: An Eco-biography, 1815-2000 (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) but doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Rosemary Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Rhine: An Eco-biography, 1815-2000
(Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books).

Rose Davies:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Rhine: An Eco-biography, 1815-2000 (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) when you necessary it?
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