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From the colonial period onward, black artisans in southern cities--thousands of free and enslaved
carpenters, coopers, dressmakers, blacksmiths, saddlers, shoemakers, bricklayers, shipwrights,
cabinetmakers, tailors, and others--played vital roles in their communities. Yet only a very few black
craftspeople have gained popular and scholarly attention. Catherine W. Bishir remedies this oversight by
offering an in-depth portrayal of urban African American artisans in the small but important port city of New
Bern. In so doing, she highlights the community's often unrecognized importance in the history of
nineteenth-century black life.
Drawing upon myriad sources, Bishir brings to life men and women who employed their trade skills, sense
of purpose, and community relationships to work for liberty and self-sufficiency, to establish and protect
their families, and to assume leadership in churches and associations and in New Bern's dynamic political
life during and after the Civil War. Focusing on their words and actions, Crafting Lives provides a new
understanding of urban southern black artisans' unique place in the larger picture of American artisan
identity.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

The feeling that you get from Crafting Lives: African American Artisans in New Bern, North Carolina,
1770-1900 may be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Crafting Lives: African
American Artisans in New Bern, North Carolina, 1770-1900 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this specific Crafting Lives: African American Artisans in New Bern, North Carolina, 1770-1900
instantly.

Juan Palmer:

The book with title Crafting Lives: African American Artisans in New Bern, North Carolina, 1770-1900
contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Jerry Rivera:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Crafting Lives: African
American Artisans in New Bern, North Carolina, 1770-1900 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's view.

Steven Barraza:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Crafting Lives: African American Artisans in New
Bern, North Carolina, 1770-1900 or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Crafting Lives: African American Artisans in New Bern, North
Carolina, 1770-1900 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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