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Though his image is tarnished today by unrepentant anti-Semitism, Richard Wagner (1813–1883) was better
known in the nineteenth century for his provocative musical eroticism. In this illuminating study of the
composer and his works, Laurence Dreyfus shows how Wagner’s obsession with sexuality prefigured the
composition of operas such as Tannhäuser, Die Walküre, Tristan und Isolde, and Parsifal. Daring to
represent erotic stimulation, passionate ecstasy, and the torment of sexual desire, Wagner sparked intense
reactions from figures like Baudelaire, Clara Schumann, Nietzsche, and Nordau, whose verbal tributes and
censures disclose what was transmitted when music represented sex.

Wagner himself saw the cultivation of an erotic high style as central to his art, especially after devising an
anti-philosophical response to Schopenhauer’s “metaphysics of sexual love.” A reluctant eroticist, Wagner
masked his personal compulsion to cross-dress in pink satin and drench himself in rose perfumes while
simultaneously incorporating his silk fetish and love of floral scents into his librettos. His affection for
dominant females and surprising regard for homosexual love likewise enable some striking portraits in his
operas. In the end, Wagner’s achievement was to have fashioned an oeuvre which explored his sexual
yearnings as much as it conveyed?as never before?how music could act on erotic impulse.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Barclay:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Wagner and the Erotic Impulse. Try to make the
book Wagner and the Erotic Impulse as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you really
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kimberly Wheatley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
Wagner and the Erotic Impulse.

John Dussault:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Wagner and the Erotic Impulse
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Wagner and the Erotic
Impulse as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Toni Sargent:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Wagner and the Erotic Impulse we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Wagner and the Erotic Impulse. You can
more attractive than now.
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