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Smart women, sophisticated ladies, savvy writers . . . Edna St. Vincent Millay, Dorothy Parker, Anita Loos,
Lois Long, Jessie Fauset, Dawn Powell, Mary McCarthy, and others imagined New York as a place where
they could claim professional status, define urban independence, and shrug off confining feminine roles. It
might be said that during the 1920s and 1930s these literary artists painted the town red on the pages of
magazines like Vanity Fair and the New Yorker. Playing Smart, Catherine Keyser's homage to their literary
genius, is a captivating celebration of their causes and careers.

Through humor writing, this "smart set" expressed both sides of the story-promoting their urbanity and wit
while using irony and caricature to challenge feminine stereotypes. Their fiction raised questions about what
it meant to be a woman in the public eye, how gender roles would change because men and women were
working together, and how the growth of the magazine industry would affect women's relationships to their
bodies and minds. Keyser provides a refreshing and informative chronicle, saluting the value of being
"smart" as incisive and innovative humor showed off the wit and talent of women writers and satirized the
fantasy world created by magazines.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Playing Smart: New York Women Writers and Modern Magazine Culture (The American Literatures
Initiative), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Mindy Martinez:

The particular book Playing Smart: New York Women Writers and Modern Magazine Culture (The
American Literatures Initiative) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just
before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Bessie Barrett:

You can obtain this Playing Smart: New York Women Writers and Modern Magazine Culture (The
American Literatures Initiative) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Hoyt Adkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Playing Smart: New York
Women Writers and Modern Magazine Culture (The American Literatures Initiative).
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