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Before New York City was the Big Apple, it could have been called the Big Oyster. Now award-winning
author Mark Kurlansky tells the remarkable story of New York by following the trajectory of one of its most
fascinating inhabitants–the oyster, whose influence on the great metropolis remains unparalleled.

For centuries New York was famous for its oysters, which until the early 1900s played such a dominant a
role in the city’s economy, gastronomy, and ecology that the abundant bivalves were Gotham’s most
celebrated export, a staple food for the wealthy, the poor, and tourists alike, and the primary natural defense
against pollution for the city’s congested waterways.

Filled with cultural, historical, and culinary insight–along with historic recipes, maps, drawings, and
photos–this dynamic narrative sweeps readers from the island hunting ground of the Lenape Indians to the
death of the oyster beds and the rise of America’s environmentalist movement, from the oyster cellars of the
rough-and-tumble Five Points slums to Manhattan’s Gilded Age dining chambers.

Kurlansky brings characters vividly to life while recounting dramatic incidents that changed the course of
New York history. Here are the stories behind Peter Stuyvesant’s peg leg and Robert Fulton’s “Folly”; the
oyster merchant and pioneering African American leader Thomas Downing; the birth of the business lunch at
Delmonico’s; early feminist Fanny Fern, one of the highest-paid newspaper writers in the city; even
“Diamond” Jim Brady, who we discover was not the gourmand of popular legend.

With The Big Oyster, Mark Kurlansky serves up history at its most engrossing, entertaining, and delicious.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Adams:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell is not only giving you more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with the book The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell. You
never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ron Lauer:

This The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell without we know teach the one who examining it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell can bring if
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Peter Gomez:

The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Big Oyster: History on the
Half Shell however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial imagining.

Johnnie Lewis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Big Oyster: History on the Half
Shell e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The Big Oyster: History on the Half
Shell as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break
don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.
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