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What is it about "having a life"- which is to say, about having a sense of separate existence as a subject or
self - that is usually taken for granted but is so fragilely maintained in certain patients and, indeed, in most of
us at especially difficult times? In Having A Life: Self Pathology After Lacan, Lewis Kirshner takes this
Lacanian question as the point of departure for a thoughtful meditation on the conceptual problems and
clinical manifestations of pathologies of the self.

Beginning with the case of Margaret Little, analyzed by D. W. Winnicott, and proceeding to extended case
presentations from his own practice, Kirshner weaves together an avowedly American reading of Lacan with
the approaches to self pathology of an influential coterie of theorists. By drawing out common threads in
their respective discourses on the self, Kirshner achieves an original integration of Lacanian theory with
other contemporary approaches to self pathology. Of special note is his ability to sustain a dialogue between
Lacan and Kohut, whose shared clinical object, discernible through divergent vocabularies and conceptions,
is the struggle of the subject to avoid fragmentation that would obliterate a sense of aliveness and preclude
active engagement with the world.

Kirshner's opening chapter on the gifted, troubled Margaret Little and his concluding chapter on the eminent
political philosopher Louis Althusser, whose self pathology culminated in his strangling of his wife, Hélène
Rytman, in 1980, frame a study that is brilliantly successful in bringing "self" issues down to the messy
actualities of lived experience. Analytic therapists no less than students of the human sciences will be edified
by this cogent, readable attempt to infuse Lacanian concepts with the conceptual rigor and clinical
pragmatism of American psychoanalysis and to apply the resulting model of therapeutic action to a
fascinating range of case material.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a book. The
book Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Annette Dixon:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Having A Life: Self Pathology after
Lacan that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you are able to pick Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan become your own starter.

Larry Gregg:

Beside this specific Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan in your phone, it may give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Richard King:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan can
give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan.
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