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By articulating a general theory of crime and related behavior, the authors present a new and comprehensive
statement of what the criminological enterprise should be about. They argue that prevalent academic
criminology—whether sociological, psychological, biological, or economic—has been unable to provide
believable explanations of criminal behavior.

The long-discarded classical tradition in criminology was based on choice and free will, and saw crime as the
natural consequence of unrestrained human tendencies to seek pleasure and to avoid pain. It concerned itself
with the nature of crime and paid little attention to the criminal. The scientific, or disciplinary, tradition is
based on causation and determinism, and has dominated twentieth-century criminology. It concerns itself
with the nature of the criminal and pays little attention to the crime itself. Though the two traditions are
considered incompatible, this book brings classical and modern criminology together by requiring that their
conceptions be consistent with each other and with the results of research.

The authors explore the essential nature of crime, finding that scientific and popular conceptions of crime are
misleading, and they assess the truth of disciplinary claims about crime, concluding that such claims are
contrary to the nature of crime and, interestingly enough, to the data produced by the disciplines themselves.
They then put forward their own theory of crime, which asserts that the essential element of criminality is the
absence of self-control. Persons with high self-control consider the long-term consequences of their
behavior; those with low self-control do not. Such control is learned, usually early in life, and once learned,
is highly resistant to change.

In the remainder of the book, the authors apply their theory to the persistent problems of criminology. Why
are men, adolescents, and minorities more likely than their counterparts to commit criminal acts? What is the
role of the school in the causation of delinquincy? To what extent could crime be reduced by providing
meaningful work? Why do some societies have much lower crime rates than others? Does white-collar crime
require its own theory? Is there such a thing as organized crime? In all cases, the theory forces fundamental
reconsideration of the conventional wisdom of academians and crimina justic practitioners. The authors
conclude by exploring the implications of the theory for the future study and control of crime.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A General Theory of Crime.

Christopher Sanchez:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled A
General Theory of Crime your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The A
General Theory of Crime giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Sergio Kelley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. A General Theory of Crime can be your answer because it can be read by you
who have those short time problems.

Cecil Andrade:

Beside this specific A General Theory of Crime in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have A General
Theory of Crime because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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