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A dramatic history of cochineal, the small Mexican beetle whose precious red dye provoked global intrigue
and piracy from medieval times to the present day - for fans of Mark Kurlansky A PERFECT RED recounts
the colourful history of cochineal, a legendary red dye that was once one of the world's most precious
commodities. Treasured by the ancient Mexicans, cochineal was sold in the great Aztec marketplaces, where
it attracted the attention of the Spanish conquistadors in 1519. Shipped to Europe, the dye created a
sensation, producing the brightest, strongest red the world had ever seen. Soon Spain's cochineal monopoly
was worth a fortune. Desperate to find their own sources of the elusive dye, the English, the French, the
Dutch, and other Europeans tried to crack the enigma of cochineal. Did it come from a worm, a berry, a
seed? Could it be stolen from Mexico and transplanted to their own colonies? Pirates, explorers, alchemists,
scientists, and spies - all joined the chase for cochineal, a chase that lasted for more than three centuries. A
PERFECT RED tells their stories - true-life tales of mystery, empire, and adventure, in pursuit of the most
desirable colour on earth.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Epperson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled A Perfect Red: Empire, Espionage, and the Quest
for the Color of Desire can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Charles Ginter:

Beside that A Perfect Red: Empire, Espionage, and the Quest for the Color of Desire in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have A Perfect Red: Empire, Espionage, and the Quest for the Color of Desire
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book and read it from right now!

John Bullard:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular A Perfect Red: Empire, Espionage, and the Quest
for the Color of Desire can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have A Perfect Red:
Empire, Espionage, and the Quest for the Color of Desire.

Barbara Kelley:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book A Perfect Red: Empire, Espionage, and the Quest for the
Color of Desire was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Perfect Red:
Empire, Espionage, and the Quest for the Color of Desire has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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