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The idea and practice of sacrifice play a profound role in religion, ethics, and politics. In this brief book,
philosopher Moshe Halbertal explores the meaning and implications of sacrifice, developing a theory of
sacrifice as an offering and examining the relationship between sacrifice, ritual, violence, and love. On
Sacrifice also looks at the place of self-sacrifice within ethical life and at the complex role of sacrifice as
both a noble and destructive political ideal.

In the religious domain, Halbertal argues, sacrifice is an offering, a gift given in the context of a hierarchical
relationship. As such it is vulnerable to rejection, a trauma at the root of both ritual and violence. An offering
is also an ambiguous gesture torn between a genuine expression of gratitude and love and an instrument of
exchange, a tension that haunts the practice of sacrifice.

In the moral and political domains, sacrifice is tied to the idea of self-transcendence, in which an individual
sacrifices his or her self-interest for the sake of higher values and commitments. While self-sacrifice has
great potential moral value, it can also be used to justify the most brutal acts. Halbertal attempts to unravel
the relationship between self-sacrifice and violence, arguing that misguided self-sacrifice is far more
problematic than exaggerated self-love. In his exploration of the positive and negative dimensions of self-
sacrifice, Halbertal also addresses the role of past sacrifice in obligating future generations and in creating a
bond for political associations, and considers the function of the modern state as a sacrificial community.
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From reader reviews:

Leona Ferretti:

The reason? Because this On Sacrifice is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Samantha Flowers:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular On Sacrifice can give you a lot of close friends
because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have On Sacrifice.

Travis Berry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims On Sacrifice.

James Garza:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book On Sacrifice to make your current
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book On
Sacrifice can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of their time.
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