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In The Past Is Always Present, Tore Tvarnø Lind examines the musical revival of Greek Orthodox chant at
the monastery of Vatopaidi within the monastic society of Mount Athos, Greece. In particular, Lind focuses
on the musical activities at the monastery and the meaning of the past in the monks' efforts at improving their
musical performance practice through an emphasis on tradition.

Based on a decade of intense fieldwork and extensive interviews with members of Athos' monastic
community, Lind covers a vast array of topics. From musical notation and the Greek oral tradition to CD
covers and music production, the tension between tradition and modernity in the musical activity of the
Athonite community raises a clear challenge to the quest to bring together Orthodox spirituality and quietude
with musical production. The Past Is Always Present addresses all of these matters by focusing on the
significance and meaning of the local chanting style. As Lind argues, Byzantine chant cannot be fully
grasped in musicological terms alone, outside the context of prayer. Yet because chant is fundamentally a
way of communicating with God, the sound generated must be exactly right, pushing issues of music
notation, theory, and performance practice to the forefront.

Byzantine chant, Lind ultimately argues, is a modern phenomenon as the monastic communities of Mount
Athos negotiate with the realities of modern Orthodox identity in Greece. By reporting on the musical revival
activities of this remarkable community through the topics of notation, musical theory, drone-singing, and
spiritual silence, Lind looks at the ways in which Athonite heritage is shaped, touching upon the Byzantine
chant's contemporary relationship with practice of pilgrimage and the phenomenon of religious tourism.

Offering unique insights into the monastic culture at Mount Athos, The Past Is Always Present is for those
especially interested in sacred music, past and present Greek culture, monastic life, religious tourism, and the
fields of ethnomusicology and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine
Musical Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and Modernities). Try to make book The
Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea:
Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Rafael Rainey:

The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea:
Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get
every word into delight arrangement in writing The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine
Musical Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Michael Kimbrell:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Past Is Always Present: The Revival
of the Byzantine Musical Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) can be
the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Lauren Smith:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book The Past Is Always Present: The Revival of the Byzantine Musical
Tradition at Mount Athos (Europea: Ethnomusicologies and Modernities) was filled about science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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