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How do city-regions successfully compete in the global age? Mixing history and policy analysis, Steven Erie
offers a compelling account of the improbable rise of Los Angeles, explaining how a region with no natural
harbor and a metropolis situated a distant 20 miles from the coast managed to become the world's ninth
largest economy and a leading trade and transportation center. In Globalizing L.A., he argues that physical
infrastructure development was a catalytic yet underappreciated factor in the transformation of L.A. and
Southern California into a global economy, provocatively challenging the conventional wisdom that
emphasizes information flows, intellectual property rights, or social capital. The book also highlights the
unheralded role of local political institutions and public entrepreneurs in shaping the region's development,
growth, and globalization.

Beginning with the fierce battles over railroad and harbor development in the late nineteenth century, Erie
chronicles L.A.'s emergence as the nation's leading trade center and gateway to the Pacific Rim in the
twentieth century. The book explores recent epic battles over port development, the expansion of LAX, the
landmark Alameda Corridor rail link, and implementing NAFTA border-infrastructure projects.

Until the 1990s, the book argues, L.A. behaved much like a city-state where powerful, semi-autonomous
development bureaucracies and entrepreneurial leaders provided the farsighted strategic planning that made
these infrastructure projects possible. Today, Southern California faces daunting challenges, from
community and environmental resistance to new post-9/11 security concerns, which will affect its future
development and global competitiveness.

More Praise for Globalizing L.A.

"A significant new contribution to the study of urban development. . . . This book will change the way we
think about Los Angeles and Southern California. . . . It is the next great book on the region."—David Perry,
Director and Professor, Great Cities Institute University of Illinois at Chicago
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Brim:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this specific Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional
Development to read.

Daniel Watkins:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional Development it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Jennifer Stephens:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional Development the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get previous to. The Globalizing L.A.: Trade, Infrastructure, and Regional Development giving
you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better
life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Sean Ward:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Globalizing L.A.: Trade,



Infrastructure, and Regional Development which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.
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