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The Atari Video Computer System dominated the home video game market so completely that "Atari"
became the generic term for a video game console. The Atari VCS was affordable and offered the flexibility
of changeable cartridges. Nearly a thousand of these were created, the most significant of which established
new techniques, mechanics, and even entire genres. This book offers a detailed and accessible study of this
influential video game console from both computational and cultural perspectives. Studies of digital media
have rarely investigated platforms--the systems underlying computing. This book (the first in a series of
Platform Studies) does so, developing a critical approach that examines the relationship between platforms
and creative expression. Nick Montfort and Ian Bogost discuss the Atari VCS itself and examine in detail six
game cartridges: Combat, Adventure, Pac-Man, Yars' Revenge, Pitfall!, and Star Wars: The Empire Strikes
Back. They describe the technical constraints and affordances of the system and track developments in
programming, gameplay, interface, and aesthetics. Adventure, for example, was the first game to represent a
virtual space larger than the screen (anticipating the boundless virtual spaces of such later games as World of
Warcraft and Grand Theft Auto), by allowing the player to walk off one side into another space; and Star
Wars: The Empire Strikes Back was an early instance of interaction between media properties and video
games. Montfort and Bogost show that the Atari VCS--often considered merely a retro fetish object--is an
essential part of the history of video games.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

This book untitled Racing the Beam: The Atari Video Computer System (Platform Studies) to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Iona Calhoun:

The publication with title Racing the Beam: The Atari Video Computer System (Platform Studies) posesses a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Lily Spivey:

Beside this kind of Racing the Beam: The Atari Video Computer System (Platform Studies) in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Racing the Beam: The Atari Video Computer System (Platform
Studies) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do
not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that?
Find this book and read it from right now!

Tammy Paradis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Racing the Beam: The Atari Video
Computer System (Platform Studies) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one
book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
Let me have Racing the Beam: The Atari Video Computer System (Platform Studies).
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