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An exploration of the cultural impact of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings, the Pieta? of music, and its
enigmatic composer--in celebration of the centenary of his birth. "Whenever the American dream suffers a
catastrophic setback, Barber's Adagio plays on the radio."--Alex Ross, author of The Rest is Noise

In the first book ever to explore Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings, music and literary critic Thomas Larson
tells the story of the prodigal composer and his seminal masterpiece: from its composition in 1936, when
Barber was just twenty-six, to its orchestral premiere two years later, led by the great Arturo Toscanini, and
its fascinating history as America's secular hymn for grieving our dead. Older Americans know Adagio from
the funerals and memorials for Presidents Roosevelt and Kennedy, Albert Einstein, and Grace Kelly.
Younger Americans recall the work as the antiwar theme of the movie Platoon. Still others treasure the piece
in its choral version under the name Agnus Dei. More recently, mourners heard Adagio played as a memorial
to the victims of the 9/11 attacks. Barber's Adagio is truly the saddest music ever written, enrapturing
listeners with its lyric beauty as few laments have.

The Adagio's sonorous intensity also speaks of the turbulent inner life of its composer, Samuel Barber
(1910-1981), a melancholic who, in later years, descended into alcoholism and severe depression. Part
biography, part cultural history, part memoir, The Saddest Music Ever Written captures the deep emotion
Barber's great elegy has stirred throughout the world during its seventy-five-year history, becoming an icon
of our national soul.
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From reader reviews:

William Jewell:

The particular book The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings will
bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Saddest
Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Mary Richards:

The actual book The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Trent Gibson:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Saddest Music Ever Written:
The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for Strings is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Pat Thomas:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication The Saddest Music Ever Written: The Story of Samuel Barber's Adagio for
Strings was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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