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This book takes a major step in psychological anthropology by applying new analytic tools from cognitive
science to one of the oldest and most vexing anthropological problems: the nature of "primitive" thought.

For a decade or more there has been broad agreement within anthropology that culture might be usefully
viewed as a system of tacit rules that constrain the meaningful interpretation of events and serve as a guide to
action. However, no one has made a serious attempt to write a cultural grammar that would make such rules
explicit. In Culture and Inference Edwin Hutchins makes just such an attempt for one enormously instructive
case, the Trobriand Islanders' system of land tenure.

Using the propositional network notation developed by Rumeihart and Norman, Hutchins describes native
knowledge about land tenure as a set of twelve propositions. Inferences are derived from these propositions
by a set of transfer formulas that govern the way in which static knowledge about land tenure can be applied
to new disputes. After deriving this descriptive system by extensive observation of the Trobrianders' land
courts and by interrogation of litigants, Hutchins provides a test of his grammar by showing how it can be
used to simulate decisions in new cases.

What is most interesting about these simulations, generally, is that they require all the same logical
operations that arise from a careful analysis of Western thought. Looking closely at "primitive" inference in a
natural situation, Hutchins finds that Trobriand reasoning is no more primitive than our own.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study
(Cognitive Science Series). All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Eric Campbell:

Here thing why this particular Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study
(Cognitive Science Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no e-book that similar with Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science
Series). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series) in e-
book can be your alternate.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Culture and Inference: A Trobriand
Case Study (Cognitive Science Series) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Peter Zimmerman:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series). You can include your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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