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A small library could be stocked with books written about Napoleon Bonaparte the general, whose battles
and campaigns have been studied extensively. Warriors, however, are not generally known for their
diplomatic skills and Napoleon is no exception. After all, conquerors are accustomed to imposing rather than
negotiating terms. For Napoleon, however, the arts of war and diplomacy meshed. Napoleon was often as
brilliant and successful at diplomacy as he was at war, although at times he could also be as disastrous at the
diplomatic table as he was on his final battlefield. William R. Nester’s Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy is
the first comprehensive exploration of Napoleon the diplomat and how his abilities in that arena shaped his
military campaigns and the rise and fall of the French empire.

Napoleon’s official diplomatic career lasted nearly two decades and involved relations with scores of kings,
queens, ministers, diplomats, and secret agents across Europe and beyond. All those involved asserted their
respective state (and often their private) interests across the entire span of international relations in which
conflicts over trade and marriage were often inseparable from war and peace. For Napoleon, war and
diplomacy were indivisible and complementary for victory. Much of Napoleon’s military success was built
upon a foundation of alliances and treaties.

Although not always at war, Napoleon incessantly practiced diplomacy on a steady stream of international
issues. Some of his noteworthy achievements in this arena included his 1797 Treaty of Campo Formio with
the Austrians after he defeated them in the Italian campaign; the 1807 Treaty of Tilsit, when he incorporated
Tsar Alexander of Russia as his junior partner while France was still at war with Britain; and, the 1812
conference of Dresden, where the crowned heads of Europe allied with France as Napoleon opened his
massive (and disastrous) invasion of Russia.

Nester’s masterfully researched and written Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy fills a gaping hole in
Napoleonic literature by providing a vital and heretofore neglected dimension that allows readers to fully
understand one of history’s most intriguing, complex, and powerful leaders.

About the Author: Dr. William Nester is a professor in the Department of Government and Politics at St.
John’s University in New York and the author of more than a score of books on a wide variety of
international relations topics including The First Global War: Britain, France, and the Fate of North America,
1756-1775 and Haughty Conquerors: Amherst and the Great Indian Uprising of 1763. He has spent nearly a
dozen years living overseas doing research and traveling in more than eighty countries.

REVIEWS

“Napoleon is usually remembered for his military conquests and triumphs, but he was also a consummate
statesman who demonstrated considerable diplomatic skills throughout his career. Napoleon’s diplomatic
finesse decreased as he amassed more power and became willing to use force when restraint and diplomacy
might have delivered greater benefits. William R. Nester’s Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy delves deeply
into this aspect of Napoleon’s overlooked career. His lucid and engaging study is indispensable for anyone



interested in the Napoleonic Era.” – Alexander Mikaberidze, author of The Battle of Borodino: Napoleon
Against Kutuzov and The Russian Officer Corps in the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, 1792–1815

“…well-written…shows how a megalomaniac reshaped Europe into his own image”
Collected Miscellany

"The international context was crucial to Napoleon's failure. His inability to manage relations with other
powers helps explain the course of events and also offers many lessons for more recent times."
- Jeremy Black,
author of A History of Diplomacy
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From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy:
How War and Hubris Determined the Rise and Fall of the French Empire will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Beth Stewart:

The book untitled Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy: How War and Hubris Determined the Rise and Fall
of the French Empire contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice go through.

Joseph Mattie:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Napoleon and the
Art of Diplomacy: How War and Hubris Determined the Rise and Fall of the French Empire.

Clifford White:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update
of news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy: How War and Hubris Determined the Rise and
Fall of the French Empire when you needed it?
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