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This book argues that the complex, anthropocentric, and often culture-specific meanings of words have been
shaped directly by their history of 'utility' for communication in social life. N. J. Enfield draws on semantic
and pragmatic case studies from his extensive fieldwork in Laos to investigate a range of semantic fields
including emotion terms, culinary terms, landscape terminology, and honorific pronouns, among many
others. These studies form the building blocks of a conceptual framework for understanding meaning in
language. The book argues that the goals and relevancies of human communication are what bridge the gap
between the private representation of language in the mind and its public processes of usage, acquisition, and
conventionalization in society. Professor Enfield argues that in order to understand this process, we first need
to understand the ways in which linguistic meaning is layered, multiple, anthropocentric, cultural,
distributed, and above all, useful.

This wide-ranging account brings together several key strands of research across disciplines including
semantics, pragmatics, cognitive linguistics, and sociology of language, and provides a rich account of what
linguistic meaning is like and why.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Christy:

The experience that you get from The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why is a more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why instantly.

Betty Smith:

This book untitled The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Kimberly Morris:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and Why, you can tells your family, friends and soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

James Harris:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Utility of Meaning: What Words Mean and
Why can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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